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Submission on the the draft Designated Internet Services 
Standard and Relevant Electronic Services Standard for 
class 1A and class 1B material

The OPTF is a non-profit organisation founded in 2018 whose mission is to provide 
education and awareness around digital rights, privacy, and safety; and building and 
maintaining a portfolio of secure and privacy-enhancing technologies for open use. 
The outcome of our work enables Australians and people around the world to enjoy 
privacy and safety in the digital world. 

General Remarks
The OPTF welcomes the opportunity to provide a response to the draft Relevant 
Electronic Services Standard for class 1A and class 1B material. We recognise the 
seriousness of the challenge which we collectively face in protecting the safety of 
vulnerable groups online.

As a foundation which advocates for a free, open, and secure internet which 
promotes respect and dignity, we call for safeguards for encryption and user privacy 
to be included in all applicable legal or regulatory frameworks in Australia, including 
the codes currently being drafted by the eSafety Commissioner. 

We are primarily interested in ensuring the standards, in particular the Relevant 
Electronic Services Standards, sufficiently consider the technical realities and 
limitations of modern technology; do not have unintentional, adverse effects on the 
rights of Australians; and do not unnecessarily stifle technological development and 
business in Australia. 

Defining and applying ‘technical feasibility’
The OPTF notes that, while some Sections reference limitations of technical 
feasibility, other Sections where such limitations may be relevant do not make similar 
allowances. Additionally, how we come to understand what may or may not be 
considered technically feasible under the Standard is not clear. 












