


































































Source Q: Which platform did you see it on? 





Platforms where children aged 10 to 17 experienced most recently non-consensual tracking, monitoring and harassment
used an app or a 
device to track your 
exact real-time 
location, without 
your permission

looked through your phone 
(or another device) or your 
social media, or read your 
messages, without your 
permission 

kept sending you messages, 
calling you or posting on your 
social media page and they 
wouldn’t stop, even after you 
asked them to

Snapchat 21% 26%
Instagram 20% 18%
Text messages (like iMessage, Google messages) 16% 5%
Messenger Kids 15% 14%
Facebook 13% 20%
TikTok 12% 7%
WhatsApp 8% 3%
YouTube 7% 6%
another online platform 6% 4%
Messenger (also known as Facebook Messenger) 4% 9%
FaceTime 4% 1%
Email (like Gmail) 3% 3%
online video game 3% 1%
Discord 3% 6%
WeChat 1% 0%
I don’t want to say 1% 1%
Pinterest 1% 0%
Google Chat 1% 0%
Line 1% 0%
Steam 1% 0%
KakaoTalk 1% 0%
OnlyFans 0% 0%
another app or platform I use to message, call or chat to people online 0% 1%
Another social media platform or app 0% 0%
Hinge 0% 0%
Reddit (like r/gaming) 0% 1%
BeReal 0% 0%
Threads 0% 0%
Twitch 0% 0%
X (Twitter) 0% 1%
YouTube Kids 0% 0%
IMO 0% 0%
Kik 0% 1%
Signal 0% 0%
Skype 0% 0%
Telegram 0% 1%
Viber 0% 0%
Voice or text chat in a video game or console 0% 2%
Wickr 0% 0%
Bumble 0% 0%
Grindr 0% 0%
Tinder 0% 0%
Another dating app or website 0% 0%
I don’t know 8% 4%
Base: Children aged 10 - 17 63 239 127

Q: Has anyone ever done either of these things to you online without your 
permission, making you feel uncomfortable, worried or scared? Important: If 
it was just someone like a parent or caregiver doing this to keep you safe, and 
you were comfortable with this, please answer ‘no’.
Q: Have you ever felt worried or scared because someone kept sending you 
messages, calling you or posting on your social media page and they wouldn’t 
stop, even after you asked them to? Only answer ‘yes’ if this unwanted 
contact went on for at least two weeks and if they tried to contact you at 
least 10 times. Important: If it was just messages or calls from friends or 
family that were a bit annoying, or things like spam or advertising, please 
answer ‘no’.
Q: Which platform or platforms did this happen to you on? You can choose 
more than one answer.
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Platforms where children aged 10 to 17 most recently experienced online grooming-type behaviour
done or said something creepy 
or inappropriate to you (like 
they asked personal questions, 
asked you to keep secrets, or 
acted too friendly)   

asked you about private parts of 
your body 

asked you to send them a nude 
image of yourself 

offered you money or gifts if you 
sent them a nude image of 
yourself 

sent you a nude image of 
themselves 

sent you a nude image of other 
people IF AGED 13+ (like 
pornography) 

Snapchat 21%
Instagram 17%
Facebook 15%
online video game 13%
TikTok 12%
Discord 9%
Voice or text chat in a video game  5%
Messenger (also known as Facebo  3%
WhatsApp 3%
Messenger Kids 2%
Pinterest 2%
another online platform 2%
YouTube 2%
X (Twitter) 2%
Email (like Gmail) 2%
Reddit (like r/gaming) 1%
FaceTime 1%
I don’t want to say 1%
BeReal 1%
Text messages (like iMessage, Go  1%
Twitch 1%
Tinder 1%
Telegram 1%
Skype 1%
WeChat 1%
Steam 1%
another app or platform I use to m       0%
OnlyFans 0%
Threads 0%
YouTube Kids 0%
Another social media platform or 0%
Google Chat 0%
IMO 0%
KakaoTalk 0%
Kik 0%
Line 0%
Signal 0%
Viber 0%
Wickr 0%
Bumble 0%
Grindr 0%
Hinge 0%
Another dating app or website 0%
I don’t know 5%
Base: Children aged 10 - 17 153 32 43 22 46 31

Q: Has an adult or someone at least 4 or 5 years older than you ever …?
Q: Which platform did this happen to you on?
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Platforms on which children aged 10 to 17 most recently experienced sexual harassment

sent you sexual messages 
or made sexual comments 
about you online that you 
didn’t want (like saying 
you looked ‘sexy’ or ‘hot’) 

asked you sexual questions 
online or tried to get you 
to talk about sex online 
when you didn’t want to 

called you an offensive 
sexual name online (like 
offensive slang for being 
gay, or for someone who 
has had a lot of sex)*

shared private sexual 
information about you 
online*

spread sexual rumours or 
lies about you online (like 
saying you’d had sex with 
someone, when you 
hadn’t)*

sent you a nude image of 
themselves online that you 
didn’t want  

tried to pressure you 
online into sending them a 
nude image of yourself 
when you didn’t want to 

Snapchat 39% 33%
Discord 5% 16%
online video game 5% 14%
Voice or text chat in a video   1% 11%
Instagram 21% 9%
TikTok 8% 9%
WhatsApp 5% 5%
Facebook 9% 4%
Messenger (also known as F  6% 4%
Text messages (like iMessag   3% 3%
YouTube 2% 3%
Email (like Gmail) 1% 2%
FaceTime 1% 2%
another online platform 1% 1%
Pinterest 1% 1%
Messenger Kids 3% 1%
Steam 0% 1%
X (Twitter) 1% 1%
Reddit (like r/gaming) 2% 1%
Another social media platfo   0% 1%
BeReal 0% 0%
OnlyFans 0% 0%
Threads 0% 0%
Twitch 1% 0%
YouTube Kids 0% 0%
Google Chat 1% 0%
IMO 0% 0%
KakaoTalk 1% 0%
Kik 0% 0%
Line 0% 0%
Signal 1% 0%
Skype 0% 0%
Telegram 0% 0%
Viber 0% 0%
WeChat 0% 0%
Wickr 0% 0%
another app or platform I u       0% 0%
Bumble 0% 0%
Grindr 0% 0%
Hinge 0% 0%
Tinder 0% 0%
Another dating app or webs 0% 0%
I don’t want to say 1% 0%
I don’t know 4% 3%
Base: Children aged 10 - 17 124 48 146 8 27 28 20

Q: Has anyone ever …?
Q: Which platform did this happen to you on?

* Only asked of children aged 13 and over
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Platforms on which children aged 10 to 17 were most recently exposed to content associated with harm

offensive, 
sexist or 
hurtful things 
online about 
girls or women 
(like saying 
that boys are 
better than 
girls)  

offensive or threatening things 
online about people because 
others are hateful of their skin 
colour, Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander identity, sexuality, gender, 
religion, disability, diagnosis, or the 
country they are from  

sexual images 
or sexual 
videos online 
[IF 13 YEARS+ 
(like 
pornography)]

violent sexual 
images or 
violent sexual 
videos online 
[SHOW IF 13+ 
only (like 
violent 
pornography, 
such as 
someone 
being choked)] 

things online 
that 
encourage 
unhealthy 
eating or 
exercise habits 
(like eating too 
little, or using 
risky ways to 
build muscle) 

things online 
that suggest 
how a person 
can hurt or kill 
themselves on 
purpose

things online 
that show or 
encourage 
illegal drug 
taking

fight videos 
posted online 
(like of a 
young person 
being pushed, 
hit or kicked 
by another 
young person 
in real life) 

extreme real-
life violence 
online (like 
photos or 
videos of real 
people being 
seriously 
injured – such 
as stabbed– or 
killed 

dangerous 
online 
challenges (for 
people to try 
in real life) 

YouTube 25% 24% 21% 40% 22% 49%
TikTok 27% 26% 5% 30% 20% 23%
Facebook 15% 9% 5% 16% 17% 4%
Instagram 9% 18% 10% 13% 9% 8%
Snapchat 11% 6% 5% 4% 12% 2%
another online platform 2% 6% 35% 3% 6% 4%
WhatsApp 1% 0% 0% 3% 7% 0%
Another social media platform or app 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0%
Google Chat 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0%
online video game 4% 6% 5% 1% 3% 3%
Messenger Kids 2% 1% 0% 1% 1% 0%
WeChat 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0%
Reddit (like r/gaming) 0% 1% 2% 1% 1% 0%
Telegram 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0%
BeReal 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
OnlyFans 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Pinterest 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Steam 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Threads 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Twitch 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
X (Twitter) 2% 2% 0% 0% 1% 0%
YouTube Kids 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Discord 1% 5% 2% 0% 2% 2%
Email (like Gmail) 1% 1% 2% 0% 1% 0%
FaceTime 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
IMO 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
KakaoTalk 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Kik 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Line 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Messenger (also known as Facebook Messenger) 1% 0% 2% 0% 0% 1%
Signal 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Skype 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Text messages (like iMessage, Google messages) 1% 0% 2% 0% 3% 0%
Viber 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Voice or text chat in a video game or console 1% 0% 2% 0% 0% 1%
Wickr 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
another app or platform I use to message, call or chat to people online 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Bumble 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Grindr 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Hinge 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Tinder 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Another dating app or website 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
I don’t want to say 0% 4% 3% 0% 1% 2%
I don’t know 15% 6% 15% 7% 6% 9%
Base: Children aged 10 - 17 116 87 62 4 164 12 19 130 15 134

Q: Have you ever seen or heard any of the following things online? You can 
include things that were said or posted as ‘just a joke’. Important: Please 
don’t include things you’ve seen in TV shows or movies, like on Netflix or 
Disney+.
Q: Which platform did you see it on?
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Platforms on which children aged 10 to 17 most recently experienced image-based abuse
Threatened to share a nude 
image of you online (or with 
other people)

Threatened to share a nude image 
of you if you didn’t do something 
they wanted

Snapchat 45%
Facebook 23%
Instagram 14%
Discord 10%
online video game 8%
TikTok 8%
Messenger Kids 4%
X (Twitter) 4%
Email (like Gmail) 4%
another online platform 4%
it happened in real life (not online) 3%
Steam 3%
BeReal 2%
FaceTime 2%
Text messages (like iMessage, Google messages) 2%
Messenger (also known as Facebook Messenger) 2%
Reddit (like r/gaming) 1%
IMO 1%
Kik 1%
Pinterest 1%
OnlyFans 0%
Threads 0%
Twitch 0%
YouTube Kids 0%
YouTube 0%
Another social media platform or app 0%
Google Chat 0%
KakaoTalk 0%
Line 0%
Signal 0%
Skype 0%
Telegram 0%
Viber 0%
Voice or text chat in a video game or console 0%
WeChat 0%
WhatsApp 0%
Wickr 0%
another app or platform to message, call or chat to people online 0%
Bumble 0%
Grindr 0%
Hinge 0%
Tinder 0%
Another dating app or website 0%
I don’t want to say 0%
I don’t know) 4%
Base: Children aged 10 - 17 55 26

Q: Has anyone ever threatened to share a nude image of you online (or 
with other people)?
Q: Has anyone ever threatened to share a nude image of you if you 
didn’t do something they wanted, like send them money, gift cards or 
more nude images (meaning they tried to ‘blackmail’ you)?
Q: Which platform or platforms did they threaten you on?
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Platforms on which children aged 10 to 17 most recently experienced image-based abuse
shared a nude image of you online (or 
with other people), without your 
permission

Snapchat
Instagram
Facebook
Pinterest
TikTok
X (Twitter)
BeReal
I don’t want to say
Text messages (like iMessage, Google messages)
FaceTime
they were shared in real life (not on a platform)
Discord
YouTube
Messenger (also known as Facebook Messenger)
Threads
Twitch
Email (like Gmail)
Grindr
Tinder
Reddit (like r/gaming)
Steam
OnlyFans
YouTube Kids
Another social media platform or app
Google Chat
IMO
KakaoTalk
Kik
Line
Messenger Kids
Signal
Skype
Telegram
Viber
Voice or text chat in a video game or console
WeChat
WhatsApp
Wickr
another app or platform to message, call or chat to people online
Bumble
Hinge
Another dating app or website
online video game
another online platform
Base: Children aged 10 - 17 42

Q: Has anyone ever shared a nude image of you online (or with other 
people), without your permission (meaning when you didn’t say they 
could share it)?
Q: Where were the images shared?
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Platforms where children aged 10 to 17 most recently experienced online hate

your being 
Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait 
Islander

your skin 
colour, race or 
culture

the country 
you are from

your being gay, 
lesbian, 
bisexual, or 
another 
sexuality that 
isn’t straight or 
heterosexual

your being 
transgender, 
non-binary or 
gender diverse

your being a 
girl

your being a 
boy your religion

your disability or 
diagnosis (like ADHD, 
autism spectrum 
disorder, mental illness, 
learning disability, 
physical disability)

Snapchat 21% 11% 34% 14% 18%
Facebook 19% 20% 11% 18% 12%
Instagram 16% 21% 18% 12% 12%
TikTok 13% 19% 18% 30% 3%
YouTube 11% 8% 4% 9% 2%
online video game 11% 17% 15% 9% 18%
Discord 7% 5% 2% 1% 13%
X (Twitter) 6% 8% 1% 2% 0%
Reddit (like r/gaming) 6% 2% 0% 2% 2%
Text messages (like iMessage, Google messages) 6% 1% 0% 4% 6%
another online platform 5% 6% 5% 9% 3%
Email (like Gmail) 4% 2% 2% 0% 1%
FaceTime 3% 2% 1% 5% 0%
I don’t want to say 2% 3% 0% 2% 1%
Voice or text chat in a video game or console 2% 0% 1% 3% 4%
Line 2% 0% 0% 1% 0%
Pinterest 2% 0% 2% 2% 0%
WhatsApp 1% 3% 1% 1% 0%
Another social media platform or app 1% 2% 0% 3% 2%
Skype 1% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Messenger Kids 1% 0% 6% 3% 12%
KakaoTalk 1% 0% 0% 1% 0%
Telegram 1% 2% 0% 0% 0%
Steam 1% 1% 0% 1% 0%
Kik 1% 0% 0% 1% 0%
BeReal 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
OnlyFans 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Threads 0% 3% 0% 5% 0%
Twitch 0% 0% 0% 1% 2%
YouTube Kids 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Google Chat 0% 0% 2% 1% 0%
IMO 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Messenger (also known as Facebook Messenger) 0% 4% 0% 2% 1%
Signal 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Viber 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
WeChat 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Wickr 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
another app or platform to message, call or chat to people online 0% 2% 0% 0% 0%
Bumble 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Grindr 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Hinge 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Tinder 0% 0% 0% 2% 0%
Another dating app or website 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
I don’t know 7% 13% 8% 11% 4%
Base: Children aged 10 - 17 28 86 66 15 12 81 32 60 68

Q: Has anyone online ever said or posted offensive or threatening things 
to or about you personally because they were hateful of …?
Q: Which platform or platforms did this happen to you on? You can 
choose more than one answer.
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Platforms on which children aged 10 to 17 most recently saw online hate

Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait 
Islander 
people

people with a 
specific skin 
colour, race or 
culture

people from a 
specific 
country

people who 
are gay, 
lesbian, 
bisexual, or 
any other 
sexuality that 
isn’t straight or 
heterosexual

people who 
are 
transgender, 
non-binary or 
gender diverse women or girls men or boys

people with 
specific 
religious 
beliefs

people with a disability 
or diagnosis (like ADHD, 
autism spectrum 
disorder, mental illness, 
learning disability, 
physical disability) 

TikTok 29% 27% 22% 35% 33% 28% 23%
YouTube 19% 14% 16% 16% 21% 22% 20%
Facebook 12% 18% 19% 16% 13% 21% 10%
Instagram 18% 14% 14% 15% 10% 17% 12%
another online platform 4% 15% 6% 11% 4% 10% 8%
online video game 10% 7% 12% 8% 5% 7% 10%
X (Twitter) 3% 1% 1% 1% 6% 5% 3%
WhatsApp 1% 2% 2% 1% 0% 4% 0%
Snapchat 13% 6% 10% 6% 5% 3% 5%
Voice or text chat in a video game or console 0% 0% 2% 0% 1% 2% 5%
I don’t want to say 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 2% 2%
Email (like Gmail) 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1%
Discord 3% 0% 5% 1% 3% 1% 4%
Another social media platform or app 3% 3% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0%
Pinterest 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 0%
Reddit (like r/gaming) 4% 8% 0% 1% 1% 1% 4%
Twitch 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0%
Text messages (like iMessage, Google messages) 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 2%
FaceTime 2% 0% 2% 1% 0% 1% 0%
Messenger (also known as Facebook Messenger) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0%
BeReal 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
OnlyFans 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Steam 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0%
Threads 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2%
YouTube Kids 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Google Chat 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
IMO 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
KakaoTalk 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Kik 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Line 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2%
Messenger Kids 2% 2% 2% 0% 1% 0% 2%
Signal 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Skype 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Telegram 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Viber 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
WeChat 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Wickr 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
another app or platform to message, call or chat to people online 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2%
Bumble 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Grindr 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Hinge 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Tinder 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Another dating app or website 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
I don’t know 12% 2% 7% 6% 8% 6% 5%
Base: Children aged 10 - 17 32 104 80 101 132 95 32 148 57

Q: Have you ever seen anyone say or post offensive or threatening 
things online, to or about people, because they were hateful of …?
Q: Which platform did you see it on?
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eSafety Commissioner FOI 25201 

Response to items 3 and 4 from request scope as clarified 1 October 2025 

3. Any examples, descriptions, or redacted/retyped content used to substantiate these claims 
of experiencing "harm". 

4. Results of baseline comparative data where "harm" was experienced in an offline setting. 

If such material does not exist — and the study is based solely on unverified self-reporting — I 
request written confirmation of this fact. 

 

eSafety Commissioner response: 

3. Any examples, descriptions, or redacted/retyped content used to substantiate these claims 
of experiencing "harm". 

Our survey did not collect this level of detail. Rather, a self-report survey was used to 
assess participant’s experience with a range of specific online harms. The Digital use 
and risk report includes the wording of the questions that were asked in the survey to 
ascertain experience with these harms. Surveys are a well-established method in social 
science research, and this study aligns with methodologies used to examine the digital 
lives of children by respected institutions such as Pew Research Center, Common 
Sense Media, UNICEF Innocenti, and Ofcom.  

Self-reported data is a standard and valid approach in child-centred research, 
especially when investigating subjective experiences like harm, bullying, or harassment. 
Children’s voices are essential in understanding their digital lives, and their perspectives 
offer insights that cannot be captured through observation alone.  

In addition, the Keeping Kids Safe Online survey was a rigorously designed empirical 
study grounded in best-practice research standards. It was developed in collaboration 
with domestic and international experts, informed by a taxonomy of online harms and 
the latest literature, subject to cognitive testing with children and parents to ensure 
clarity and sensitivity, and reviewed and approved by a formal ethics committee, 
ensuring it met high standards for research involving children. 

 Moreover, the report is transparent about its methodology and limitations (see our 
Methodology report), as is standard in ethical research.   

 

4. Results of baseline comparative data where "harm" was experienced in an offline setting. 

Our survey was focused on online harms and was not intended to compare the 
prevalence of online and offline harms. In addition, many of the online harms we 
assessed are unique to online contexts and do not have offline comparisons.  

 

24 October 2025 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-07/Digital-use-and-risk-Online-platform-engagement-10-to-15.pdf?v=1759978317510
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-07/Digital-use-and-risk-Online-platform-engagement-10-to-15.pdf?v=1759978317510
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-05/Keeping-kids-safe-online-methodology.pdf?v=1759979301193



