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Legal Counsel  

Valve 

By email: @valvesoftware.com  

Cc: @valvesoftware.com 

Dear

Social media minimum age obligation 

I am writing to provide you with an update on the social media minimum age (SMMA) 

obligations, specifically our next steps in determining whether individual services will be 

subject to the SMMA obligations and our development of regulatory guidance. 

Background 

An age-restricted social media platform is defined in section 63C(1)(a) of the Online Safety 

Act 2021 (the Act) as an electronic service with the sole purpose, or a significant purpose, of 

enabling online social interaction between 2 or more end-users, which allows end-users to 

link to, or interact with, some or all of the other end-users, and which allows end-users to 

post material on the service. Section 63C(6) provides that an electronic service is not an age-

restricted social media platform if the service is specified in the legislative rules. 

On 29 July 2025, the Minister for Communications, the Honourable Anika Wells MP, made 

the Online Safety (Age Restricted Social Media Platforms) Rules 20251 (the Rules) under the 

Act, specifying certain classes of services that are not age-restricted social media platforms. 

Where a service demonstrates that it falls within a class of service specified in the Rules, it 

will not be subject to the SMMA obligation set out in section 63D of the Act. The Explanatory 

Statement to the Rules states the intention of the Rules is to focus the SMMA obligation on 

platforms with features and functions known to be harmful to children, whilst excluding 

those services that pose fewer harms to children, and which help children and young people 

to thrive.  

1 See the Federal Register of Legislation in relation to the Rules - Online Safety (Age-Restricted Social 
Media Platforms) Rules 2025 - Federal Register of Legislation, and the Explanatory Statement to the 
Rules - Online Safety (Age-Restricted Social Media Platforms) Rules 2025 - Federal Register of 
Legislation. 
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eSafety acknowledges all First Nations people for their continuing care of everything Country encompasses  
— land, waters and community. We pay our respects to First Nations people, and to Elders past and present. 

NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized 
review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
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If you or your staff would like to discuss, please contact me via email at  @valvesoftware.com.   

Sincerely, 

Deputy General Counsel 

Valve Corporation  
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