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In response to a request for: 

[D]ocuments and records detailing the total expenditure of public funds in relation to the matter
commonly referred to as “Celine v eSafety Commissioner.1” For clarity, this request includes but is
not limited to:

1. Total legal costs incurred by the Office of the eSafety Commissioner.

2. External legal fees, including payments to counsel, solicitors, consultants, and any third-party
advisors.

3. Internal legal and administrative costs attributable to the proceedings.

4. Any adverse costs orders made against the eSafety Commissioner, including the amount paid
or payable.

1. Total legal costs incurred by the office of the eSafety Commissioner: $329,042.81
2. External legal fees, including payments to counsel, solicitors, consultants, and any

third-party advisors: $329,042.81, consisting of
a. external legal fees of $131,572.50
b. counsel’s fees of $188,110.59
c. filing, transcript and court fees of $9,359.72

3. Internal legal and administrative costs attributable to the proceedings: eSafety does
not record its internal legal and administrative costs on a matter-by-matter basis.
However, discrete staff travel costs associated with these proceedings total:
$2,072.52

4. Any adverse costs orders made against the eSafety Commissioner, including the
amount paid or payable: No adverse costs orders were made against eSafety

All figures current as at the date of request (27 February 2026) and inclusive of GST where 
payable. 

1 Reference to ‘the matter commonly referred to as “Celine v eSafety Commissioner”’ has been taken to 
encompass both Baumgarten and eSafety Commissioner (Administrative Appeals Tribunal matter 2024/3798) 
and related proceedings eSafety Commissioner v Baumgarten before the Full Court of the Federal Court of 
Australia (matter VID390/2025). 
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Costs as at 24 February 2026 
FY 25/26:    $301,833.77 
Contract No. 25CeSC079 

• A briefing memo is being prepared for INVB

Key contact:  and  

Registry: Melbourne 

Chief Justice Mortimer 
Justice Beach 
Justice Horan 

References: 
ART Case 2024/3978; [2025] ARTA 59 and [2025] 
ARTA 153 
Federal Court: VID390/2025; [2026] FCAFC 12 
AGS Ref: 5217244 
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